Determining Eligibility for a Language or Speech Impairment

Covered Bridge Special Education District            
A. As a Speech Language Pathologist in an educational setting, you must determine educational eligibility for students.  With the revision of Article VII, you will have to ask yourself these questions prior to recommending eligibility and services.
1. Does the articulation/ phonological impairment have a direct, consistent and negative impact    

   (adverse affect) on the child’s ability to achieve State Standards (achievement)? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
   NO

2. Does the student’s dysfluency have a direct, consistent and negative impact (adverse affect) on the 
    child’s ability to achieve State Standards (achievement)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
   NO

3. Does the student’s voice impairment have a direct, consistent and negative impact (adverse affect) 
    on the child’s ability to achieve State Standards (achievement)?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
   NO

4. Does the Language impairment have a direct, consistent and negative impact (adverse affect) on 
    the child’s ability to achieve State Standards (achievement)?  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
   NO
    ______________________


      FORMCHECKBOX 
   If NO, do not consider eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes to any above, then continue by answering the next questions related to exclusionary  

       factors:
Exclusion 1
511 IAC 7-40-6(b) “The CCC must not determine that a student is eligible for special education and related services under this article if:  the determinant factor is: 

lack of appropriate instruction in reading, including the essential components of reading instruction, which means explicit and systematic instruction in:

1. Phonemic Awareness

2. Phonics

3. Vocabulary development

4. Reading fluency, including oral reading skills; and 

5. Reading comprehension strategies

Lack of appropriate instruction in math; or Limited English proficiency; and a student does not otherwise meet the eligibility criteria under this rule and 511IAC 7-41”, (eligibility criteria for each area).
Considering Language Impairment: 
B. If the student has deficits in the following areas, has the student had appropriate instruction in these areas that are causing the lack of progress on State Standards (achievement)?
1.) Phonemic Awareness

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had appropriate instruction    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had limited or no instruction
2). Phonics

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had appropriate instruction    

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had limited or no instruction
3). Vocabulary development

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had appropriate instruction  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had limited or no instruction
4). Reading fluency, including oral reading skills

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had appropriate instruction   

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had limited or no instruction
5). Reading comprehension strategies

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Student had appropriate instruction     

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Student had limited or no instruction
           _______________________________________         

_______________________________________
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Consider eligibility             

         

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Do not consider eligibility
Other areas of Exclusion:  Speech or Language Impairment
Exclusion 2
ESL Students: A student is not eligible for special education and related services as a student with a language or speech impairment solely because the student’s native language is not English.  Bilingual or multilingual speakers include students whose speech or language patterns:

1. Deviate from those of standard English

2. Are characteristic of dialectical differences.

A student who is bilingual or multilingual may be a student with a language or speech impairment only if the impairment is exhibited in all languages spoken by the student.

For students in the exclusionary statement above:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES, the language or speech impairment is exhibited in all language spoken by the student.       

     Consider eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO, the language or speech impairment is not exhibited in all language spoken by the student.  
     Do not consider eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
Exclusion 3

Students who are deaf or hard of hearing or students with specific learning disabilities, who have language deficits or auditory processing difficulties, are not eligible for services designed solely for students with language impairments in lieu of services designed for:

1. Students who are deaf or hard of hearing; or

2. Students with specific learning disabilities

For students in the exclusionary statement above:
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES, the student receives services from the DHH program   

      Consider eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO, the student does not receive services from the DHH program

      Do not consider eligibility 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  YES, the student receives services from the SLD program

      Consider eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  NO, the student does not receive services from the SLD program

      Do not consider eligibility
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 N/A
Finally, the CCC needs to determine:
Is the instruction of the SLP working to correct the speech or language impairment more critical in improving the student’s achievement on State Standards than remaining in the general education classroom for instruction on State Standards? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Yes, consider direct service     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   NO, consider consultation services
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